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LRC research has demonstrated an unexpectedly dense and 
continuous human occupation of the Vale since the end of the Ice
Age, initially around the margins of Lake Pickering. Notable 
excavations have been carried out at Starr Carr and in West 
Heslerton and geo-physical investigation associated with planning 
applications routinely identifies further important features. 
Probably extensive Roman occupation – clearly indicated by the 
importance of Roman Malton and Norton - has been only hinted 
at by current discoveries and this part of North Yorkshire has an 
unusual density of surviving or part surviving Saxon churches, 
though the settlements they served – which had by this time 
been added to by Danish immigration - suffered severe 
depredation during the Harrying of the North by William I, 1068-
69, as is evidenced by the high number of uninhabited vills across 
the Vale and beyond at the time of the Domesday survey.



(Waites 2007 33)



Parts of Scampston were briefly owned by St Marys Abbey York, before 
being ceded to the Latimers.who were already ensconced in 
neighbouring Thornton.  Rillington remained substantially possession 
of St Mary’s Priory, Old Malton until the Dissolution. 







1610 London Metropolitan Museum CLA/044/03/007/011)



Earliest known map. Some field names differ from 
1766 map. C1736 enclosure map – showing earlier 
enclosures and Scampston Field, about to be 
enclosed. 



The family is said to have derived its name from St Quintin, the capital of lower 
Picardy...and to have entered England in the Norman invasion. The name is 
recorded in the roll of Battle-abbey. Sir Robert de Quintin had by gift of the 
Conqueror many manors...In 1134 Adeliza or Alice, mother of (a later) Sir 
Robert...founded a priory...at Nun Appleton.



The St Quintin family – or Sanctoquyntyno family, as they appear in early 
documents – were granted land in the East Riding (and siezed others in 
Wales), they were in control of the manors of Brandesburton and Skipsea 
by the 13thC. During the 12thC, one Herbert St Quintin had married 
Agnes de Stuteville, co-heiress of that family’s estates in Burton Agnes 
(Agnes Burton in earlier records) and in Harpham.
In 1297, the St Quintin’s acquired the capital messuage of Harpham.

In 1348, Agnes, daughter of Roger de 
Stotevill granted to her son Alexander 
de Sancto Quintino all her lands in 
Harpham, Burton Anneys, Thyrnum 
and Grancemore (UDDSQ/12). 

The St Quintins remained largely confined to 
the Harpham-Brandesburton-Burton Agnes 
area of the East Riding until the early 
17thC...
quietly marrying into neighbouring landed 
families, such as the Constables of 
Flamborough and Griffiths (of Burton Agnes 
Hall), a “middling ancient gentry family of 
the East Riding”. 



“William St Quintin (b.1579), broke this mould, going into public office 
and increasing family fortunes. He was created baronet 1642, one of 17 
baronets created by Charles II 1641-42 in a failed attempt to bolster 
support for his cause against Parliament. Only one of these new 
baronets switched allegiance and St Quintin fought for Parliament as a 
colonel during the Civil War (Binns 2004 51 & 55) and was one of a 
group of officers and town officials who acted against Sir John Hotham 
in 1643. Sir John Legard of Ganton received baronetcy1660 for his 
loyalty to Charles II. 





Henry St Quintin, 2nd Bt lived to the age of 90 years (d.1695) and his eldest 
surviving son, William St Quintin (c.1632-1695) predeceased him by a matter of 
weeks or months.
The 3rd baronet was thus Henry’s grandson, third son of William St Quintin and his 
wife Elizabeth Strickland, their eldest two sons having died without issue. He was 
born c1662. (St Quintin family archive Administrative History Hull University 
Archives). 

The Stricklands of Boynton Hall had settled first at Wintringham (1542), purchasing 
Boynton in 1545 and Hildenley and East Heslerton in 1598. Most of these were 
former monastic lands. Parish records show Stricklands resident within Scampston 
in 1618, and in Knapton before this. 

William Strickland, the Navigator had married his cousin Elizabeth Strickland of 
Sizergh. His aunt and her mother was Catherine Neville, a Latimer and thus, via the 
Stricklands, the St Quintins came to acquire the Capital Messuage of Scampston 
during the mid to late 17thC. In the meantime, the surrounding farmlands were 
sold – probably by the Stricklands – to the Hustler family of Acklam Hall. The St 
Quintins bought these in two parcels in 1699 and 1729. 

The Capital Messuage was formally sold to the St Quintins by the Stricklands in 
1727. 

The core of the current house may have been built by the Stricklands or by William 
St Quintin. 



The Parish Register of Wintringham demonstrates the early presence 
of the Stricklands not only at Wintringham itself, but at Knapton and 
Scampston: 
“Elizabeth Strickland wife of William Strickland bur xij Oct 1597”
daughter of Sir William Strickland and Katherine Neville of Sizergh;
“William Strickland Esquier was buried the viij December 1598”, 
William ‘the Navigator’;
“Mrs Catherine Strickland of Knapton bur the xix Feb 1617”;
“Anne Thompson Servante to Mr Thomas Strickland of Scampston 
buried the xxvth March 1618.” This is the first explicit mention of 
Scampston and Thomas was a younger son of William, whose heir 
Walter, was resident at Boynton though, it would seem, was himself 
buried at Wintringham: 
“Mr Walter Strickland of Bointon was buried the xxix day of Januarie 
1635”
“Mr Francis Strickland of Bointon was buried the xxvij day of April 
1636”
“Mr Thomas Strickland of Scampston was buried March xxvth 1638.”

The earliest record of a St Quintin family member is in the Rillington 
register, in 1671: 
“Hugh filius mag St Quinton baptizatus vigessimo nono die
Martij.” It was Hugh’s son who would inherit the St Quintin Estates in 
1723. 



Previous assertions that the house at Scampston was built by the St Quintins 
circa 1690 or 1700; or by the Hustlers before this, do not seem at all likely. 
Most H-plan houses in the region – such as Thornton and Boynton Halls, or 
Nunnington, were built during the 16thC and aggrandised or significantly 
altered during the 1690s or later, the H-plan having much diminished in 
status. The Hustlers built a thoroughly modern house at Acklam in 1678. 



Acklam (Kip & Knyff, Britannia Illustrata 1709, courtesy of A Dudley-Smith)



Garden Front, York House, Malton, 
alterations made for Sir William 

Strickland c1690

Hovingham Old Hall circa 
1680-90



Ganton Old Hall, built by Sir John Legard in c1580, as painted in 1828 (Scampston Library)



William, Sir William 3rd Bt’s nephew (son of Hugh) inherited 1723. having 
been born in Amsterdam. His father Hugh had been son of William St 
Quintin and Elizabeth Strickland. He was responsible for much of the 
surviving architecture and garden landscape – the A64 bridge, the ice-
house, Bridgeman’s formal scheme, the middle lake, and he continued the 
Running Horse Stud before selling part of its stock to the Marquis of 
Rockingham in 1752 and the remainder to the Duke of Cumberland in 
1757. He died in 1770

William St Quintin junior had married Charlotte Fane, who was vastly 
wealthy, but she had died young in 1762 and he did not remarry, 
rather throwing himself into building works, the Walled Kitchen 
Garden (1763-66) and the Deer Lodge (1763 -67) being built shortly 
afterwards. 

It was 5th Bt who commissioned Capability Brown after his inheritance 
in 1770

the Estate Account book 1773-1805 shows that the installation of the 
Brown landscape took place over several decades, with major expenditure 
from 1774 until 1785, particularly upon building work and tree-planting



the baronetcy expired when he died in 1795. 
He was succeeded to the family estates by his 
nephew, William Thomas Darby (b.circa 1770), 
the son of Mary St Quintin and her husband, 
Admiral George Darby, William Thomas Darby 
assumed the surname and arms of the St 
Quintin family in 1795 and held the estates 
until his death in 1805.



Charlotte Fane was daughter of Henry Fane, himself brother of Thomas Fane, 8th

Earl of Westmorland. Henry and Thomas’s father, also Henry, of Brympton 
D’Evercy in Somerset, had married Anne Scrope and thereby acquired the Scrope 
estate in Oxfordshire, as well as a mansion in Bristol. The Scropes were 
merchants, much involved in the Atlantic Trade. Thomas, Charlotte’s uncle, 
married Elizabeth Swymmer, daughter of another Bristol merchant heavily 
involved in the slave trade. He did not inherit the earldom until 1762, from his 
father’s second cousin. Charlotte’s father Henry (of Wormsley, Oxfordshire, part 
of the Scrope inheritance) was one of the chief clerks of the Board of Treasury, 
1742-64; one of the chief clerks to the Privy Council, 1756-64 and a commissioner 
for the duties on salt. He was MP for Lyme Regis

None of which prevented St Quintin – who commissioned plans from Lancelot 
Brown in 1771 from amassing huge debts:

In 1773 a bond was issued by St Quintin to Edward Broderick of Piccadilly 
for £2000 on the mortgage of the manor and estate of Scampston (U 
DDSQ/10/2). In 1779 a further loan of £9000 was taken out with John 
Swale & James Hamer of Lincoln’s Inn (DDSY/68/63), then in 1783 a 
massive loan of £60,000 from Wastel Briscoe of Wimpole Street, which 
may, or may not have been to consolidate previous loans. This equates to 
around £100m in 2014, using the average earnings index.
In 1785 he fled to Holland to escape his creditors.    



Charles Bridgeman’s 
c1731 sketch for 
proposed gardens at 
Scampston, showing 
stable blocks and 
courtyard to N of the 
house, as well as the 
uninterrupted H-plan of 
the house itself (Willis).



The mansion at Scampston has a handsome 
appearance; and the grounds are beautified by 
numerous plantations. An elegant stone bridge 
crosses a fine stream of water which runs 
through the park, where grazing deer animate 
and give interest to the scene”

Rev W Eastmead, Historia Rievallensis 1824

This deer park from 1768. 

In 1695: “Hys Manshone hath a handsome 
appearance – ye growands bee ingirted wi 
greate plantations and a graundelie ston 
brigge crosseth a fine streamlet o watter. Yt 
runneth throghe ye parke which holdeth a 
bygge horde o deer.” (from ‘account of the 
family St Quintin’ Scampston Library).



Plan of the house as shown on c1750 drainage 
plan



Plan of stable blocks from the same drainage map. 

The service range running E from the E stable block, including laundry, coal house and 
water mill which fed water into the system and drove water to cisterns in the attics of the 
house. 



Scampston Hall by William Marlow, 1763, 
showing brick stable blocks to either side and 
alterations carried out in 1758/59 



Whilst the work was in progress, Sir William seems to have been resident in 
London, in Savile Row. Beyond payments to Wilson for mason work, Charles Marsh 
the Cabinnette Maker is paid in full on January 13th ‘for 28 weeks, his meat and 
laying in the house’ £19-1-8, and another £14-5-2 ‘in full’ in July. Ralph Mathers 
is paid for glazier and plummer work on several occasions, £19-1-8 in Jan 1759 
and £20-1-4 on 26th Jan 1760. William Ellis is paid £2-5-6 for Hildenley (paving) 
stone in January (left overs of which seem to have been used in the passageway of 
the Ice-house, also under construction at this time) and £4-3-2 in November. Mr 
Garenciers, upholsterer of Malton is paid £11-9s in January and £43-16s in 
October. Thomas Luccock is paid a number of times for nails, about £14 worth. 
On June 23rd, John Coulson is paid for ‘Ruston lime for ye new rooms’ and Thomas 
Walker £69-1-11 ‘for raff for ye new rooms’ (raff is almost certainly a term for 
plasterers lath at this time; there were ‘raff merchants’ in Malton). Thomas 
Robinson is paid £10-5-9 for paint, oil and groceries. On 7th July Mr Shillito is 
paid £14-1s ‘in full’ for carving – chimney pieces, most likely. Also in July, Wm 
Rowland receives £33 ‘for carpenter’s work in the new alterations to the house’. 
On August 25th, Addinall is paid £10-8-8 ‘for painting in the house’ and on 
September 1st, £16-15-0 is paid to ‘Mr Wood of York for mahogany and brass 
furniture’ and on the 20th, Mr Davidson of York receives £7-10-6 ‘for picture 
frames, etc’. On September 8th, Peter Bywater is paid £13-0-9 ‘for plaister 
work...in the new bow rooms’. In June and October, Benjamin Braithwaite is paid 
for 180,000 bricks made upon Scampston Moor, for 90,000 on each occasion. 
George Wilson’s final payment in this phase – £53-9-6 on 26th November 1759 is 
for ‘bricklaying and stone coping’, indicating practical completion of the exterior 
works, at least. Mr Luccock is paid £10 ‘for lime’ the same day. 



Entrance, Scampston Icehouse 
2014. Ice-house built 1759 by 
mason George Wilson with bricks 
made on Scampston Moor, with 
Knapton stone footing and floor







Scampston Hall from the SE circa 1790, showing the addition of turrets under the 
influence of Capability Brown/Henry Holland (image British Library), 



Croome Park, designed by Brown 1751



But before Brown...influence of Kent, Sanderson 
Miller and Kent’s work at Windsor for Duke of 
Cumberland – Virginia Water and Palladian 
bridge, as well as sail-boats



Francis Nicholson, c1790, showing much of the planting to Brown’s instruction adjacent the lake, 
with established trees shown by Marlow in 1763 and likely of Bridgeman’s scheme, having escaped 
extensive felling and grubbing out in 1770s and 1780s that is detailed in contemporary accounts. 



Marlow 
1763



St Quintin wrote to Brown on 2nd March 1773:

“I have received the favour of your letter with the plan inclosed for the cascade, 
which I like very much....I have made the sunk fence on both sides of the 
gateway, which has a most charming effect. I have also fill’d the angle of the 
water at the west end, and have also made an Island where the water was too 
broad, and have widen’d it to ye north of the Bridge according to your plan...”
(Stroud 1984 174). 



new bridge built 1760-61 by George Wilson, of Ebberston 
Stone, calcareous sandstone



On May 18th 1759, 86 Carp were brought from Stillington, and in June 30 
brace of ‘live Perch’ as well as an unspecified number of Muscovy Ducks. On 
May 12th Mr George Edgar received £2-7-11 for ‘fitting out the sailing boat’
and later, on March 13th 1760, the distraction of the house alterations over, 
David Adamson of Scarborough is paid £1-10-9 for ‘rigging a boat etc’. There 
was more than one boat: in June 1768 Mr Leak was paid for ‘repairing and 
painting our boats.’ Mr Leak is paid in July 1770 ‘for repairing the boats’ and in 
October 1774, he is paid £4-14-6 for ‘a boat’ and £9-9-0 for ‘a larger boat’
suggesting renewal of the fleet. 

In June 1759 ale is provided for ’16 men mowing the Great Water’ –
harvesting water reed, it should be assumed. Paul Greathead supplies 600 
Crayfish in August 1759 and another 1200 in September. The bridge across 
the diverted Turnpike Road is constructed in 1761- 62 and on August 13th John 
Fiddas receives payment ‘for making 84 rood of turnpike road over Scampston 
Field’. 



Isaac Ware’s drawing of the bridge he designed at Eythrope, Bucks, built 
in 1738 (Ware 1756). 



Francis Nicholson, the road bridge at Scampston, c1790. Brown designed the 
cascade beneath, not the Bridge itself, as some have thought



On April 5th 1760 Frank Armstrong, the agent logs ‘my charges at Ebberstone about 
stone for the bridge’. Ebberston stone is a calcareous sandstone, of which the bridge
which remains was evidently constructed, though repairs have been executed more 
recently in much harder and less compatible Jurassic sandstone. On May 16th, John 
Walker of Malton receives payment for the freight of 6000 pales from Thorn Key to 
Malton. These may be pilings for the foundation of the bridge. On 13th July 1760 50 
load of Knapton Stone is taken up and carried, probably for the bridge footings and on 
July 15th George Wilson is paid £17-8-10 for mason and bricklayers work. On the 19th, 
Richard Metcalf, John Brewster, William Huntly, Richard Baker and Thomas Carr 
receive £30 for ‘getting up and leading 100 loads of Ebberston Stone and leading it to 
Scampston at 2s a load for the stone and 4s per load for leading.  On September 22nd

John Parkin was paid for ‘sawing and squaring wood for the platform and Centers of 
the new bridge’, presumably for scaffolding and for arch-centring. 

On January 10th 1761, Percival Luccock receives £15 for ‘lime for the bridge’ and 
George Wilson £49-1-9 for ‘mason and brickwork at the new bridge’. Work then 
seems to cease during the depths of the winter before resuming once more in April, 
when Metcalf and Carr deliver another £11 worth of Allerston stone. On May 4th, 
Richard Bulmer, blacksmith, receives 3-4-4 for ‘sharpening tools for the masons at the 
new bridge’, indicating not only the use of stone, but it’s being carved on-site. On the 
same day, Wilson receives another £29-12-6 for ‘mason work at the new bridge.’ He 
receives a further £25-14s on October 9th. On October 31st, Luccock is paid £7-2-0 for 
‘lime in full’, which may indicate practical completion of the bridge. 







The first specific reference to ‘the Lodge’ is on January 24th 1767 when Thomas Walker 
(of Malton) is paid £58-6-6 for ‘firr timber for Wm Parkin’s new house and that in the 
Park.’ Then, on March 27th William Rowland – a local carpenter who had worked on the 
house alterations in 1760 - is paid £17-8-4 for making ‘seven sashes for the lodge in the 
park’. 

On 30th December Robert Bradley is paid £8-11s for Hildenley Stone. Shillito is paid £9-
17s for ‘carveing work at the lodge’ in May and August 1768, presumably for chimney 
pieces, of which there are two splendid examples in the Deer House today. In between, 
Wilson is paid for stone and plaister work at the Lodge. The flagstone floor of the Lodge 
remains of Hildenley limestone today. Shillito’s chimney pieces are marbelled, but likely 
also of Hildenley. Also in August 1768 Henderson is paid £36-14-6 for plaisterwork at the 
Lodge. Wilson will have done the plain plastering; Henderson the hand-moulded work 
to the walls and ceiling. On September 9th, Rowland is paid ‘in full’ for carpenter work at 
the Lodge and in December Mary Anderson receives £1-10s for ’12 weeks looking after 
the Lodge to January 1st 1769’, indicating that the building is complete and occupied. 



In June 1768 Mr Wieber was paid ‘for a pair of stalking boots for the Gamekeeper’ and 
in July an entry records ‘charges for our wagon and deer cart to York’. In October 1769 
‘3 load of pease for the Deer’ are purchased for £3 and in May 1770 an entry records 
‘Robert Holmes the Park Keeper, his charges to pay Geo: Sutton’s at Aram Park for two 
Bald Bucks and a doe, £3-6-1. The list of servants in 1770 confirms that a Park Keeper 
has been added. Sales of venison, mostly in York, occur every year in the 1815-1819 
account book.

There is no mention of deer in the account books between 1758 and 1768, but 
abundant reference thereafter.                        

Marlow 1763







Esher Place 1732. Wm Kent
Strawberry Hill 1747, Horace Walpole







Late 19thC/early 20thC before the flood from 
the burst dam that destroyed it. It was already 
depleted



The earlier Palladian Bridge over outflow from 
the lake where cascade was created. St 
Quintin a subscriber to Palladio’s 4 books 
published by Ware 1738









St Quintin wrote to Brown 
on 2nd March 1773:
“I have received the favour 
of your letter with the plan 
inclosed for the cascade, 
which I like very much....I 
have made the sunk fence 
on both sides of the 
gateway, which has a most 
charming effect. I have 
also fill’d the angle of the 
water at the west end, and 
have also made an Island 
where the water was too 
broad, and have widen’d it 
to ye north of the Bridge 
according to your plan...”
(Stroud 1984 174).











The vicar of Rillington considered the enclosure of Scampston Field of sufficient 
significance to record it in the Parish Record for 1776: 
“This Year Sir William St Quintin Bart  inclosed the greatest part of Scampston 
Field, and seperated it at a place called the Steads from the town field of 
Rillington.  J. Cook Vicar, 1776.”

In the case of Scampston Field, therefore, enclosure was here being driven not by 
an urge for agricultural improvement, with all of its associated moral and self-
righteous entreaty, but by the desire to improve and aggrandise the garden 
landscape, as well as removing farmers of this common land from close 
proximity to the House. Given its timing, it may be seen to have been directly 
prompted by Brown’s involvement. Disapproval of this motive may have 
prompted Reverend Cook’s noting the event in a record not normally the platform 
for such observations. 











(MS. Gough Drawings a.4 fol.73r Bodleian Libraries, Oxford 2012)





Elizabeth Banks Associates 1992
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Between April 1777 and July 1783, Percival Luccock was paid £624 17s for work at 
Scampston, generally receiving payments every month, except during the deepest 
winter. It may be that this is Percival the younger, the elder operating as a surveyor 
and master mason by this time. Percival Luccock also rebuilt the spire of Rillington 
church in this period. In 2012, using the average earnings index, payments to 
Luccock equate to around £884,000.   

In this same period, 1,240,000 bricks were purchased, particularly of Thomas Barker 
of Scampston, who rented a farm valued at £61 in 1758; later of John Wade, then 
Hebb, then Tranmer of Ayton, who also supplied trees. 

As well as building, extensive landscape works were carried out throughout the 
period, most often by Barnabus Maw; sometimes William Petch, both of whom 
were tenants of the St Quintins in Scampston. Throughout the period, trees are 
being felled and ‘stubbed’ (their roots dug out) and thousands of new ones planted, 
as well as thousands of ‘quickwood’ (hawthorn) planted to presumably form 
hedges, many yards of post and rail fencing emplaced.

Between 1774 and 1783, £5251 was spent, mainly on the built and garden 
landscape. Using the average earnings index, this was the equivalent, in 2012 of 
£7,580,000. 



In 1779, Maw and Co were paid for ‘driving 137 bearing piles’ and then for 33 
sheeting piles – for which building is not clear. Jos Moyser was paid £79-2-7 in 1779 
‘in part for mill work’ and £12-4-10 ‘for work at ye engine’ in June 1782. First explicit 
mention of the Ice-House (built 1759) being filled is on 24th December 1779, when 
payment for this is made. First mention of the Palladian Bridge is on August 4th 1781, 
when the water above it is cleaned. Most of the felling and planting in the inner park 
is completed by 1784 and as punctuation of this phase, a huge amount of post and 
rail fencing was sawn and fixed in 1784, by Leonard Shepherd and Co. This was of 
both fir, elm and ash, and was of two and three hole posts and ‘Padworth rails’. 

; in May 1793 ‘work at the banks of near Rock House’ indicate that the folly in 
Rockhouse wood has been built by this date. Also in 1793, 14 apple trees and one 
pear tree were planted, whilst 14 trees in Blackwell Close; 4 large elms in Dovecote 
Close; 29 trees in Ash Grove; 20 in West Grove; 28 trees in the Deer Park; 15 in Sheep 
Close and 7 more in the Deer Park and a large ash tree in Smith Close were stubbed; 
15 trees in Willow Butts felled, all of which places formed part of the likely Bridgeman 
planting scheme. 

In 1785, the 4th Baronet fled the country to escape his creditors, having not long 
before taken out a loan equivalent to £60 million…









New planting: 

30,000 quickwood in 1778; 2000 birch plants from Mr Hebb in 1779; 5,000 alders in 
1781. In 1788 4 bushels of cones for seed are purchased; 1000 quickwood plants are 
purchased 1790. Joseph Warters of Scagglethorpe is paid £7-14-1 ‘for trees’ in 1796; 
Thomas Horsley £9-8-0; 100 Canada Poplers in May 1797; in October, 9000 quickwood 
are purchased. In 1799 ‘5000 young trees’ are purchased of Warters, now of 
Burythorpe, and in 1800 2000 young trees from John Smith. In August 1798, 2s is paid 
for ‘a plant of the Hydringa’, five ‘Pine Apples’ having been purchased in August 1796.



Cumber c1830



Nicholson entirely removed from this scene the service yard and buildings to the west and 
north west of the Palladian Bridge, rendering an idealised image of the feature and its 
setting. The yard and most of the buildings remained in place even in 1854. The post and 
rail fencing is as was installed over much of the Estate in 1784 by Leonard Shepherd and 
his team and which formed the boundaries before the later introduction of iron railings. 















Feb 1st Mr George Nicholson, Malton, for painting the outside of the 
House at Scampston £19-17-0 (Scampston A/C book) 











is paid £12-16s for ‘warehouse room for Mr St Quintin’s furniture from 
1st January 1805, 16 years at 16s’ (Scampston Library). Mathew Chitty 
Downes, initially a minor upon his inheritance in 1805, and then a 
soldier, was rarely resident himself; the house was let for several 
decades during the early 19thC. In the 1820 Estate Account Book,
Lancelot Ash. 1809 – 1818 Sir John Hayford Thorold Bt

The Capability Brown landscape may be considered to have been somewhat diluted by more pragmatic 
addition Full re-engagement was clearly re-established during the second half of the 19thC by William 
Herbert St Quintin (inherited 1876, whose interests were entirely complimentary to the possibilities of 
the evolved landscapes around Scampston Hall and who remained almost entirely resident. His 
passions for both birds and for shooting and hunting would have driven further tree-planting suited 
for these pursuits and not necessarily for simply visual enjoyment and the majority of the trees that 
remain in the landscape had been planted from a period not long after its completion, therefore, and 
throughout the 19thC. 

Wm Herbert was a naturalist with abiding interests in hunting, fishing, falconry, ornithology and entomology. He was a 
founding member of the Avicultural Society of 1895. He was president of the Yorkshire Naturalists' Union in 1909. He 
was a member of the British Ornithologists' Union from 1883 to 1922 and served on the council of the Royal Society for 
the Protection of Birds from 1908-1919. He was involved in the protection of birds of the East Riding, but drew criticism 
for the treatment of his own birds who 'wore their wings to stumps on the wires of what he himself described as their 
"prisons", injured themselves and bled to death, failed to mate, ate their own eggs and young, succumbed to the wet 
and cold, and died unaccountably from the effects of confinement'. His collection included rare birds from around the 
world, some of the 'prizes' being snowy owls from Norway and secretary birds from the Transvaal. He had one Tui from 
New Zealand. The centre of the collection was great bustards from Spain, which he successfully bred. This bird, 
ironically, had been hunted to extinction in the East Riding only a few decades before. William Henry St Quintin died in 
1933 when
the St Quintin line itself became extinct” (Hull University Archive summary). 









“Approximate statement of expenses incurred in connection with alterations to Pleasure Ground to date, March 26th

1909. 
Original estimate for balustrading     96-0-0 
Additional balusters                          10-0-0
Doorways                                          73-0-0
Steps to Doorways                              1-5-0
Piers for Corners                               18-12-0
Paving for Terrace                              50-0-0
Base & platform for sundial                 4-19-0
Stones from Nawton                           30-0-0
Trees and shrubs                                30-0-0
Phloxes                                                2-0-0
Wages to labourers                            112-15-9
Additions to be made for completion:
Fixing and materials, vases for terrace  13-0-0
Oak doors                                             29-12-6
Estimate for boundary wall
Messrs Rickabys for supply of stones     60-0-0
Victoria Stone Co for supply of 
capping and two gate-piers                   54-8-0

114-8-0
Bills paid to completion: 
Victoria Stone Co.   339-17-0
Owston                     80-11-6
Owston                     50-0-0
Owston                     60-0-0
Rickaby                     37-1-6
Rickaby                     60-0-0
Backhouse (?)            30-0-0
Phloxes                       2-0-0
Wages                      112-15-9

816-18-3      







Bear Quay and Sabb Dock (Image London Metropolitan Museum)

1729. Polydore Plumtre 
demands of Alexander 
Whitchurch “the Mannor of 
Nottingbarnes and one 
messuage, four gardens, one 
hundred and forty acres of 
land, seventy acres of meadow 
and seventy acres of pasture 
and also common of pasture for 
all manner of cattle, with the 
appurtenances, in the Parish of 
Kensington, as his right and 
inheritance”

belonged in 1767 to 
Thomas Darby of Sunbury, 
esquire. In that year he 
conveyed it to William St. 
Quintin of Scampston Hall, 
Yorkshire, to whom he 
was related by marriage. 















The Portobello (right) and St. Quintin (left) estates. Continuous lines denote estate 
boundaries. Broken lines enclose (1) Tippett's development: (2) Vigers' and Burbury's 
development : (3) Blake's leasehold ground on the St. Quintin estate. 



1999 
onwards











The importance of the role of Yorkshire horse breeders of the gentry and landed class in 
the early history of the thoroughbred horse – from whose genetic creations the ancestry 
of all subsequent thoroughbreds internationally may be mapped - may be difficult to 
exaggerate. Whilst generally acknowledged, and much fleshed-out by aficionados of the 
Turf, it has been little explained, particularly at a local level. David Wilkinson has recently 
begun to fill this void locally, but his excellent summary concentrates upon the western 
reaches of North Yorkshire and the Tees valley and whilst not ignoring the contribution of 
breeders of East Yorkshire and the fringes of the Vale of Pickering, does not give full 
weight to their particular contribution, which was a complex function of a particular 
period in the history of the ruling class locally, when particularly East Yorkshire 
merchants, along with some from further afield, sought to expend an exponentially 
greater surplus of wealth generated by a burgeoning Atlantic economy - founded upon 
colonial plantations and their associated trade in West African slaves and hugely profitable 
finance and shipping and the Triangular Trade between London, Africa, the Caribbean and 
North American colonies, as well as India and back once more to London with products 
either for domestic consumption or for re-export to mainland European markets – upon 
land and status, purchasing or building villas around the outskirts of London and more 
particularly country estates further afield, forming alliances with established landed 
families, and acquiring titles for themselves. 



Duke of Buckingham – Thomas Fairfax – Duke of Rutland (Buckingham): Helmsley, 17thC
The Cliffords, Earls of Cumberland, Skipton Castle; Welham (Malton) 16th and 17thC
Cholmleys – Brandsby, 17thC, as well as Whitby. 

Stricklands, St Quintins, Bethells, Darleys, Leedes, Childers, Piersons, Legards, Watson-
Wentworths, Osbaldestons, Cayleys, Hills and numerous others  -17th and 18thC

Early Racecourses – Gatherley Moor near Richmond, 1512

Kiplincotes  1519, certainly by 1555

Top 3 early 18thC: Newmarket, Hambleton, Langton Wold





1. 1635 Lord Fairfax's Morocco Barb.                            Helmsley
2. 1660 Place's White Turk.     Part of Oliver, Lord Protector’s stud under master Mr Place, 
taken by Place in 1658 to his family seat in Dinsdale on Co Durham-Yorkshire border.
3. 1665 Dodsworth's (Mother imported in foal).
4. 1670 The Darcy Yellow Turk. Both 3 & 4 perhaps the same horse, but owned by 
D’Arcy’s of Hornby Castle, near Bedale and Sedbury Park near Richmond, North Yorkshire.
5. 1675 The Darcy White Turk, or Sedbury Turk.                Sedbury Park
6. 1680 The White-Legged Lowther Barb. Lowther, Westmoreland, but the Lowthers also 
owned Marske Hall near Redcar 1650-1762.
7. 1680 Shaftesbury Turk. Dorset, 1st Earl of Shaftesbury, Lord Proprietor of colony of 
North Carolina at this time
8. 1680 The Helmsley Turk.    Lord Fairfax, Helmsley
9. 1687 The Stradling, or Lister Turk. Burwell Park, Lincolnshire
10. 1689 The Byerly Turk. Teesside and then Knaresborough
11. 1689 Oglethorpe Arabian. Oglethorpes of Bramham, near Tadcaster, Yorkshire
12. 1690 Pulleine's Chestnut Arabian. Thomas Pulleine, master of stud of William III, High 
Sheriff of Yorkshire 1696 & 1703. Killinghall near Harrogate



13. 1690 Leede's Arabian. North Milford, near Tadcaster
14. 1690 Fenwick Barb. John Fenwick, Northumberland, married first a Stapleton of 
Wighill, near York, then a daughter of Charles Howard, 1st Earl of Carlisle
15. 1690 The Taffolet, or Morocco Barb.
16. 1695 The Marshall, or Selaby Turk, John and Richard Marshall, Selaby, Teesside
17. 1700 Curwen's Bay Barb, or Pelham's Barb. Brocklesby, Lincolnshire
18. 1704 Holderness Turk. East Riding 
19. 1706 Chillaby. William III stud, Hampton Court
20. 1706 Darley's Arabian. Buttercrambe near Malton
21. 1707 The St. Victor Barb. William Rider, Northants
22. 1708 Honywood's Arabian, or William's Turk. Essex. 
23. 1708 The Akaster Turk. 3rd Earl of Carlisle, Castle Howard, Malton
24. 1709 Alcock's Arabian.
25. 1711 Bethel's Arabian.Rise Park, East Riding
26. 1712 The Strickland's Turk, or Carlisle's Turk or Barb. Likely same horse as 23
27. 1713 Woodstock, or William's Arabian. Berkshire
28. 1716 Bassett's Oxford Bloody-Shouldered Arabian Welbeck & Petworth
29. 1717 Wynn Arabian. Grimsthorpe Park, Lincolnshire
30. 1718 Hall Arabian.
31. 1719 The Belgrade Turk. Wyvilles Constable Burton, near Bedale
32. 1720 Cyprus Arabian. Belvoir Castle stud, Grantham Lincolnshire
33. 1723 Lonsdale Bay Arabian. Lowther, Westmoreland and/or Redcar
31. 1723 Hutton's or Mulso Bav Turk. John Hutton, Marske Hall, Richmond Yorkshire
35. 1725 Bloody Buttocks. Crofts, Barforth North Riding, Teesside
36. 1730 Godolphin Arabian. Longford Hall, Derbyshire; after 1733, Brabraham Hall stud, 
Cambridgeshire. 
(Von Oettingen) 10-11). 



The Byerley Turk

The Darley Arabian by Wootton



In North and East Yorkshire, perhaps a majority of families that remain established 
today, share a common trajectory, arriving as successful merchants during the later 
17thC, purchasing large estates and swiftly bedding themselves into the already 
established elite by way of marriage. Most established families themselves moved 
into trade after the Restoration. 

Most enjoyed public office and most worked in the Treasury or were 
Commissioners of Customs; many were MPs. Most were in some way involved with 
the East India or South Sea Companies, or in banking and finance. All were involved 
in the Atlantic Economy and Slavery. 

The majority were also involved in the breeding and racing of Running Horses 
which became over time and with  selective breeding the modern Thoroughbred 
Horse.  



St Quintin, 3rd Bt was a Commissioner of Customs also MP for Hull and 
Lord Treasurer, as well as Receiver for Ireland. He was also the founder of 
the St Quintin Stud at Scampston

Rillington Parish Records indicate that as early as 1720, there was an African 
at Scampston , who was baptised John Scampston in this year, described as a 
‘black boy of Sir William St Quintin’s’ indicating ownership and, therefore, 
slavery. Sir William died in 1723, but John Scampston remained, servant to 
the 4th baronet - on August 27th 1725, ‘John Scampston Black Servant to Sir 
William St Quintin’ was buried. Thornton parish records list the baptism of 
‘George Thornton, negro man servant of Captain Robert Hill of Jamaica’, but 
John Scampston’s presence at Scampston by 1720 is notably early, then and 
now. 

The Howards, in the guise of the second Earl of Carlisle (third creation), 
a title notably bestowed at the Restoration in 1660, builder of Castle 
Howard after 1699, too, was a senior politician and Lord of the 
Treasury in 1701-02 and again in 1715.



The Duncombes were direct owners of numerous plantations in the 
Caribbean, as well as goldsmiths and merchant bankers; the Hills of 
Thornton Dale, were mercers ,originally of London. John Hill was a founder 
shareholder of the Royal African Company, the main business of which was 
slavery at a time when 60% of slaves were purchased with cloth, much of it 
via the East India Company. His grandson purchased the Honour of
Pickering lease with £11,000 of South Sea Company Shares. The South Sea 
Company by then held the monoploy on the slave trade. His brother 
William occupied a plantation in Tortola and his son, who grew up in the 
Caribbean  inherited Thornton estate in 1753. 

The Stricklands were MPs and the 4th Bt was Lord Treasurer

Hugh’s son, William St Quintin (later 4th Bt) was born in Amsterdam (Hugh was a 
banker there). He was MP for Thirsk before inheriting and married Rebecca 
Thompson, daughter of John Thompson, Alderman and later Lord Mayor of London, 
a merchant; a director of the South Sea Company and a director of the Bank of 
England for four terms, as well as Governor of the East India Company, but almost 
certainly of the Thompson family then ensconced in the Manor of Settrington, also of 
Escrick 



Almost without exception, the families of these newcomers 
had generally managed to negotiate the complexities of the 
Civil War and Commonwealth and to emerge largely 
unscathed at the Restoration, perhaps by carving out for 
themselves zones of economic influence that made them 
too useful to discard, after which the Atlantic economy 
adopted its later form, founded almost entirely upon slave 
labour, and during which time horse-breeding and racing 
became one of the most important public expressions of 
wealth and status. All were notable supporters of the 
Glorious Revolution in 1688, which brought William of 
Orange to the throne. All received favour in return for this 
support. Almost without exception, they were Whigs, and 
the Marquesses of Rockingham, who first acquired 
significant elements of the Eure Manor of Malton in 1713, 
were Whig grandees. 



To the breeders of East Yorkshire and the Vale of Pickering and the northern 
Vale of York, Hambleton and Langton Wold racecourses were the primary focus 
of their activity, though there were early courses at Northallerton and – earliest 
of all – at Gatherly Moor near Richmond on Swale, as well as at Durham Moor to 
the north and Doncaster to the south. 



Sir William St Quintin 4th Baronet, having already sold some of its stock to the 
Marquess of Rockingham in 1752, sold his entire stud to Prince William, Duke of 
Cumberland around 1756/7. Less than two years later, in 1758, King Herod was 
foaled of St Quintin’s Cypron at Oulston, near Easingwold, stable of his sire 
Tartar. Herod and his immediate off-spring earned more prize money at the 
racecourse than any horses before or since, but St Quintin was not the 
beneficiary in any more than reputation. 

Tartar, Herod’s 
sire, bred by the 
Leedes’ near 
Tadcaster 



King Herod – one of the four foundation 
thoroughbreds. Highflyer, Marske and Eclipse 
the others. Eclipse considered the finest ever 
thoroughbred previously considered of weak 
influence, but





Herod by Gilpin (Scampston Collection). 



Highflyer



Herod and Highflyer geneology
Tartar was descendant  of Byerley Turk as well as Young Bald Peg of Helmsley Stud

Cypron     Blaze         Flying Childers           Darley Arabian -----------------
Betty Leedes                   Old Careless

Cream Cheeks
Confederate Filly      Grey Grantham               Brownlow Turk

Grey Granthams Dam
Black Barb Mare            Rutland’s Black Barb

Bright’s Roan Mare
Salome     Bethell’s Arabian ------------------------ ------------------------

Champion Mare        Grahams Champion       Harpham Arabian
Hautboy Mare

Darley Arabian Mare     Darley Arabian
Merlin Mare









‘Cypron and her brood’ (including Herod) in Windsor Great Park, Gilpin (Scampston 
Collection). 



To be SOLD, The Entire Stud of Sir William St Quintin, Bart.
1. A BAY MARE (Cypron) six Years old, got by Blaze; her Dam by Bethell's 
Arabian, her Grandam by Graeme's Champion, her Great Grandam by Darley's 
Arabian, her Great Great Grandam by Old Merlin. She has a Colt Foal at her Foot 
(Dumplin), got by Old Cade, and supposed to be with Foal by Regulus. 
Champion was bred by Sir Matthew Pierson, and got by the late Sir William St 
Quintin's Harpham Arabian; the Sire of many noted Horses in his Time. (Cypron)



Acaster, Lincs  Brittannica Illustrata 1709. Images courtesy of Alwyn Dudley-Smith. 





Otho with John 
Larkin up 1768 
Stubbs (note scale 
and form of stable 
building above and 
below)

Hambletonian, Stubbs 
c1800 



the stud at Scampston seems to have supplanted previously existing herds of deer, noted 
in the park in 1695, but which are not apparent in account books until after the 
completion of the Deer Lodge in 1768, when a deer park is re-established. The original 
deer park will have occupied land due east of the house and bounding upon Knapton, 
identified as ‘Park’ in the earliest surviving map of the estate, not the later 18thC deer 
park. 





Chatsworth by Peter Tillemans, 1720s. The horses occupying the foreground is a clear 
illustration of their decorative role within the landscape, as well as of their status (Willis 
1979 pl 251). 



Bay Malton, Herod, Turf and Askham





Malton had long held one of two premier horse 
markets in the north, Ripon the other. Indeed, 
Rushton asserts that in the late 17thC Malton 
‘hosted the greatest horse fair in England’ (Rushton 
241) and Daniel Defoe said as much in his 
travelogue of England (1724-27). 



It is most certainly of note that in 1686, only York and Wakefield 
(administrative capital of the West Riding at this time) provided 
stabling for more horses than Malton, the available stalls being 800, 
543 and 524 respectively. Hull had enough room for only 349 horses 
(Rushton 2003 241). 

(Maitland 2011 6)



“in the country houses around Malton a collection of as fine sportsmen who 
could have been found anywhere in England within a similar radius” most of 
whom “ran horses at Malton meetings, hunted, bred bloodstock, kept 
greyhounds and generally played the game all round” (Fairfax Blakeborough, 
Malton Memories 1925 31): William Garforth at Wiganthorpe, Earl of Carlisle at 
Castle Howard, George Strickland at Hildenley, Clough-Taylor at Easthorpe, J 
Staniforth at Hutton Lodge, Robert Bower at Welham, Mrs Norcliffe at Langton 
and owner of Langton Wold, the St Quintins at Scampston, Henry Masterman at 
Settrington, JR Foulis at West Heslerton, Sir George and John Cayley at 
Brompton, the Langleys at Wykeham, Sir George Osbaldeston at Ebberston 
(who came to lease the Hambleton course), Charles Duncombe at Helmsley, 
Colonel Croft at Stillington, Francis Cholmley at Bransby, Edward Worsley at 
Hovingham and the Legards at Ganton (F-B 1925 31). One might add the Sykes 
at Sledmere - later Masterman-Sykes, the Robinsons at Riseborough Hall and 
the Hills at Thornton, particularly Richard Johnson Hill after 1783 who ‘played 
the game’ to such an extent that his gambling debts led to the mortgaging of all 
of the freehold and leasehold estates, including the Honour of Pickering (









Talbot Yard, Malton, North Yorkshire
ARTISAN FOOD PRODUCTION UNITS



Attributed to J Ross: Finish of the Beacon Course, Newmarket  with the King's Stand on the right (NHRM)







John Scott, Whitewall Stables 
beyond. Still the most successful 
trainer of all time
















